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Illustrations That Pay Tribute to Native Arts 
 
Tell us about the creative process for illustrating Birth of the Chosen One. 
 
Hannah Buchanan: It was a fun challenge to create illustrations that tell parts of the story not included in the written 
text—how can we make paintings that progress the story and avoid redundancy with the author’s words? This was new to 
me, being that it was my first experience illustrating a book, but I enjoyed the process and how it prompted my creativity 
in exciting ways. 
 
Also, making sure that my sister and I maintained consistency throughout the book required a lot of communication, 
collaboration, and compromise! 
 
Are there elements in your illustrations that Native readers will notice that perhaps non-Native readers will miss? 
 
Hannah: We included woodland beadwork designs, Northwest coast and Southwestern tribal patterns, and Lakota star 
quilt designs throughout the book, as well as animals that are significant to many tribal nations.  
 
What message do you hope children will see through your illustrations? 
 
Hannah: I would like children to become engaged with this touching and important story through both the text and 
illustrations, which work hand in hand as creative storytelling devices. I also hope for children to search for the hidden 
symbolism throughout the illustrations and draw connections between these Indigenous/religious symbols and the text. 
 
Holly Buchanan: I intend for these illustrations to convey the story in a way that’s approachable for children of all ages. 
Most of all, I hope that it encourages a further appreciation of the diversity of Indigenous designs and symbols from 
across Turtle Island as it also incorporates Christian symbolism. From intricate beadwork to the colorful ribbonwork and 
woven textiles that the characters wear, these paintings pay tribute to a long history of Native arts that continues today in 
many different forms. 
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